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expressive of the bitterness Milton felt at the return of monarchy
and episcopacy. But in Paradise Lost there are also echoes of
the feelings excited by contemporary events. Milton had the
double problem to solve of God's dealings with English puritan-
ism and with the human race in general. It is difficult to believe
that, when Milton defined the object of Paradise Lost to be cto
justify the ways of God to man', he had not in mincl the English
situation, for puritans like himself or Cromwell had habi-
tually thought and even spoken of recent events in England as
directly ordered by God—and the 'good old cause' was ruined
beyond recovery. The only real justification he supplies is
in Samson Agonistis> and it is justification by faith and not by
argument:
All is best, though we oft doubt
What the unsearchable dispose;
Of highest wisdom brings about
And ever best found in the close.
Oft he seems to hide his face,
But unexpectedly retxarns
And to his faithful champion halh in place
Bore witness gloriously.
Yet it would be a mistake to regard Paradise Lost merely as the
product of an age. It certainly owed much to the exaltation
Milton had felt at the triumph of puritanism and his bewildered
grief at its downfall But, in the main, Paradise Lost would seem
to be substantially a personal product and the natural result
of Milton's determination so to write something for "aftcrtimes
as they should not willingly let it die'. It may also be regarded
as the supreme achievement of the school of 'divine' poets who
from the beginning of the Renaissance had opposed divine to
pagan poetry. It is strange that Milton's great epic, like Ban-
yan's prose allegory, should have been written when puritanism
had been decisively rejected by the mass of the people of Eng-
land* Just as persecution seemed to bring forth all that was
noblest in puritanism, so adversity gave birth to its finest
literary offerings*
The first half of the seventeenth century is very important
in the history of English prose. During the Elizabethan age the
English language was in its most plastic state* Every phase of
life was expansive in that wonderful time, and language shared
in this increase. Contemporaries were fully conscious of this.

